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MORNING IN WINTER 



The ridge blurred by the distance. 
Its white against the blue. 

This southwest wind 

Has unburdened the trees 

And uncovered the brown valley floor. 

One great sigh of 3 hours, 

Twelve, and now twenty, 

Perhaps for a week, 

Month or one minute longer. 

Sigh that would swallow 

The split second speech 

Of the mightiest cannon, 

As the rolling sea 

Will swallow the wake 

Of the menacing 

Carrier fleets, 

As the quiet earth 

Will swallow the marble monuments 

And their lies. 



POST WAR MEMORIAL 



by Gary Erb 



As silences 
After the winds 
Swallow all histories 
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of living shoots up, "I can make it to the next payday." 

Balance has to tip so lopsided that it tips over. Then 

people will move. 

But hey, it's your turn. Tell me why there's hope. 
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YOU TELL ME Dedicated to Philip Berrigan and to all those who speak up for 

the oppressed when they know it means joining them. 



I used to be registered. 

Used to be a Democrat. But last election I voted for an 
independent. 

Went in and pulled the lever on the slot machine, then I 
went out and picked up a 12 foot pole. Had a tumbleweed on 
one end of it and a plucked, dressed chicken on the other. Bush 
and Quale. Me at the balance. Carried that thing from where 
Federal ends, that's where my poling place was, near the city 
limits, and I carried that thing to the other end of Federal. 
Symbolic. Didn't say anything. 

I put in my 3 years. Went to the war, did my time and was 
honorably discharged. 

I was in Cambodia. In 661 We were supposed to be in 
Vietnam, but I got a gimpy leg from Cambodia, Saw a lot of 
guys die there. But you won't find their names on no monu- 
ments. 

Tell you about John Q. American. I was in the barracks 
with them 3 years, all colors, all parts of the country, and 2 out 
of 3 of them, all colors, is an ignorant cuss. Couldn't see where 
he was going or behind where he had been. Send them to 
school 1 2 years and feed them horseshit and they don't want to 
hear anything else. 

Life is nothing but cutthroat. I say I'll do this yard for 
$10, and you say you'll do it for 8 and cut my throat. Then I'll 
say I'll do it for 7 and cut yours. Next thing I'm working for 
less than minimum wage. 

But all people see is their own immediate interest. "My 
wages are cut, but at least I'm working,"Wages go down, cost 
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THE PROGRESSIVE 



The Chinese symbol for crisis is also the symbol for opportuni- 
ty. Now that the military masturbation in the gulf is over peo- 
ple are waking up. 

Just remember, it isn't we win or they win. Everybody has 
to win. And we're in it for the long haul. Education is the key. 

Huh? Well... some people live one way and some another. 
If you own your own home you have to drive to get around. 

And you can't alienate people by threatening their jobs 
and their lifestyles. If we have 80% of the world's wealth it's 
because they have to create more national wealth. And they'd 
do it if we gave them more assistance. 

All confrontation does is provoke people to violence. You 
can't say things like criminal. That turns people against you. 

We need to show them we're patriotic too. 

But there's no stopping an idea whose time has come. 
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